Tfie Superpowers and the Middle East
irrigate vast desert regions and thus help to bring into bloom
a new area in the Middle East, large enough to resettle all the
Arab refugees. It was also hoped that the living standards of the
people in that region would also, generally speaking, rise along
with the development of industry stimulated by cheap atomic
power.
But the United States now appears to believe that economic
cooperation between Israel and the Arab nations would have to
be founded on political understanding, and in its absence it would
be premature for her to press for regional cooperation on them.
The United States would probably wish to get the Soviet Union
involved in any project for desalination in the Middle East in-
volving the use of atomic energy. The ground has already been
prepared for fruitful collaboration between the two superpowers
in this respect. In November 1964, the United States and the
Soviet Union had signed an agreement for cooperation in the
area of desalination including the application of atomic energy.
It is hoped that both the superpowers would take an initiative
in this matter jointly in which event it would be difficult either
for the Arabs or the Israelis to brush it aside. The aim should
be to change the atmosphere in the Middle East, to turn the focus
of thoughts from the hatred and feuds of the past to the oppor-
tunities of the future.
soviet middle east policy sintce khrushchev
Soviet Middle East policy under Nikita Khrushchev underwent
a radical change particularly with the rise of Nasser in Egypt.
Arab nationalism had become the most vital revolutionary force
in the Middle East in the fifties, and the Soviet Union, feeling
constricted by the extension of the NATO into the Middle East
with Turkey's adherence and by the subsequent agreement lead-
ing toward the Baghdad Pact, came to see Arab nationalism as
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